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The River of Lost Footsteps

TOMMY KERR
The Making of Modern Burma Faber & Faber
Today, most Westerners still see the war in Afghanistan as a contest between democracy and
Islamist fanaticism. That war is real; but it sits atop an older struggle, between Kabul and the
countryside, between order and chaos, between a modernist impulse to join the world and the pull
of an older Afghanistan: a tribal universe of village republics permeated by Islam. Now, Tamim
Ansary draws on his Afghan background, Muslim roots, and Western and Afghan sources to explain
history from the inside out, and to illuminate the long, internal struggle that the outside world has
never fully understood. It is the story of a nation struggling to take form, a nation undermined by its
own demons while, every 40 to 60 years, a great power crashes in and disrupts whatever progress
has been made. Told in conversational, storytelling style, and focusing on key events and
personalities, Games without Rules provides revelatory insight into a country at the center of
political debate.
The Book of Goose Anchor
'An absorbing read. Exhaustively researched and gracefully written, The King in Exile tells a story of
compelling human interest, ﬁlled with drama, pathos and tragedy... [It] heralds the arrival of a writer
of non-ﬁction who is both uncommonly talented and exceptionally diligent...One of the great merits
of [the book] is that it is completely free of jargon and theorizing. It is in essence a family story,
centred on ﬁve women whose lives were waylaid by history' - Amitav Ghosh in his blog 'The captivity
of Burma's last king and the fall of the Konbaung dynasty: a compelling new account' In 1879, as the
king of Burma lay dying, one of his queens schemed for his forty-ﬁrst son, Thibaw, to supersede his
half brothers to the throne. For seven years, King Thibaw and Queen Supayalat ruled from the
resplendent, intrigue-infused Golden Palace in Mandalay, where they were treated as demi-gods.
After a war against Britain in 1885, their kingdom was lost, and the family exiled to the secluded
town of Ratnagiri in British-occupied India. Here they lived, closely guarded, for over thirty-one
years. The king's four daughters received almost no education, and their social interaction was
restricted mainly to their staﬀ. As the princesses grew, so did their hopes and frustrations. Two of
them fell in love with 'highly inappropriate' men. In 1916, the heartbroken king died. Queen
Supayalat and her daughters were permitted to return to Rangoon in 1919. In Burma, the old queen
regained some of her feisty spirit as visitors came by daily to pay their respects. All the princesses,
however, had to make numerous adjustments in a world they had no knowledge of. The impact of
the deposition and exile echoed forever in each of their lives, as it did in the lives of their children.
Written after years of meticulous research, and richly supplemented with photographs and
illustrations, The King in Exile is an engrossing human-interest story of this forgotten but fascinating
family.
The Glass Palace PublicAﬀairs
Spanning the colonial, independence, and dictatorship periods in Burma (Myanmar), A Burmese
Heart is a gripping personal account of one woman and her family who lived through the making and

unmaking of their country's turbulent history. Tinsa Maw-Naing is born into privilege as the daughter
of a wealthy barrister and his wife in Rangoon (Yangon), and she is forewarned at birth that she is
destined to live a life of extremes. She is introduced to chaos at an early age when her father, Dr. Ba
Maw, becomes Prime Minister and initiates the independence movement with likeminded
nationalists during the fall of the colonial era. Forced to confront war and mortality during her
childhood, Tinsa's fate and mettle are tested amidst unparalleled destruction. Tinsa marries Bo Yan
Naing, one of the famed Thirty Comrades who were the nucleus of the modern military, and
becomes one of the ﬁrst female English Literature university lecturers during Burma's gilded age of
democracy. Her bliss is short-lived when a military dictatorship takes power in 1962, and her
husband ignites a pro-democracy insurgency on the Thai-Burma border. In May 1966, soldiers
ransack Tinsa's home and she is taken to the notorious Ye Kyi Aing Prison in the outskirts of
Rangoon (Yangon), where she is imprisoned for years as punishment for her husband's insurrection.
Her family and friends languish in secret detention centers as the ﬁrst political detainees of that era,
silent witnesses to the rise of a new regime. A Burmese Heart is an engrossing account of surviving
history as told through the eyes of one woman. It is also the story of a country and its people revolutionaries, intellectuals, martyrs, innocent bystanders - who are perpetually caught in the
violent cycles of politics, a history silenced until now.
The Hidden History of Burma: Race, Capitalism, and the Crisis of Democracy in the 21st Century
Bloomsbury Publishing
Just married and returning to live in her new husband's native land, a young Austrian woman arrived
with her Burmese husband by passenger ship in Rangoon in 1953. They were met at dockside by
hundreds of well-wishers displaying colorful banners, playing music on homemade instruments, and
carrying giant bouquets of ﬂowers. She was puzzled by this unusual welcome until her embarrassed
husband explained that he was something more than a recently graduated mining engineer - he was
the Prince of Hsipaw, the ruler of an autonomous state in Burma's Shan mountains. And these
people were his subjects! She immersed herself in the Shan lifestyle, eagerly learning the language,
the culture, and the history of the Shan hill people. The Princess of Hsipaw fell in love with this
remote, exotic land and its warm and friendly people. She worked at her husband's side to bring
change and modernization to their primitive country. Her eﬀorts to improve the education and
health care of the country, and her husband's commitment to improve the economic well-being of
the people made them one of the most popular ruling couples in Southeast Asia. Then the violent
military coup of 1962 shattered the idyllic existence of the previous ten years. Her life irrevocably
changed. Inge Sargent tells a story of a life most of us can only dream about. She vividly describes
the social, religious, and political events she experienced. She details the day-to-day living as a
"reluctant ruler" and her role as her husband's equal - a role that perplexed the males in Hsipaw and
created awe in the females. And then she describes the military events that threatened her life and
that of her children. Twilight over Burma is a story of a great happiness destroyed by evil, of one
woman's determination and bravery against a ruthless military regime, and of the truth behind the
overthrow of one of Burma's most popular local leaders.
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Burma Faber & Faber
For nearly two decades Western governments and a growing activist community have been
frustrated in their attempts to bring about a freer and more democratic Burma—through sanctions
and tourist boycotts—only to see an apparent slide toward even harsher dictatorship. But what do
we really know about Burma and its history? And what can Burma's past tell us about the present
and even its future? In The River of Lost Footsteps, Thant Myint-U tells the story of modern Burma, in
part through a telling of his own family's history, in an interwoven narrative that is by turns lyrical,
dramatic, and appalling. His maternal grandfather, U Thant, rose from being the schoolmaster of a
small town in the Irrawaddy Delta to become the UN secretary-general in the 1960s. And on his
father's side, the author is descended from a long line of courtiers who served at Burma's Court of
Ava for nearly two centuries. Through their stories and others, he portrays Burma's rise and decline
in the modern world, from the time of Portuguese pirates and renegade Mughal princes through the
decades of British colonialism, the devastation of World War II, and a sixty-year civil war that
continues today and is the longest-running war anywhere in the world. The River of Lost Footsteps is
a work both personal and global, a distinctive contribution that makes Burma accessible and
enthralling.
Eurotragedy River Books Press Dist A C
Letters from Burma - an unforgettable collection from the Nobel Peace prize winner Aung San Suu
Kyi In these astonishing letters, Aung San Suu Kyi reaches out beyond Burma's borders to paint for
her readers a vivid and poignant picture of her native land. Here she celebrates the courageous
army oﬃcers, academics, actors and everyday people who have supported the National League for
Democracy, often at great risk to their own lives. She reveals the impact of political decisions on the
people of Burma, from the terrible cost to the children of imprisoned dissidents - allowed to see their
parents for only ﬁfteen minutes every fortnight - to the eﬀect of inﬂation on the national diet and of
state repression on traditions of hospitality. She also evokes the beauty of the country's seasons and
scenery, customs and festivities that remain so close to her heart. Through these remarkable letters,
the reader catches a glimpse of exactly what is at stake as Suu Kyi ﬁghts on for freedom in Burma,
and of the love for her homeland that sustains her non-violent battle. Includes an introduction from
Fergal Keane 'Aung San Suu Kyi has become a global symbol of peaceful resistance, courage and
apparently endless endurance' Guardian 'A real hero in an age of phony phone-in celebrity, which
hands out that title freely to the most spoiled and underqualiﬁed' Bono, Time Aung San Suu Kyi is
the leader of Burma's National League for Democracy. She was placed under house arrest in
Rangoon in 1989, where she remained for almost 15 of the 21 years until her release in 2010,
becoming one of the world's most prominent political prisoners. She is also the author of the
collection of writings Freedom from Fear.
In the Footsteps of the Lost Ten Tribes The River of Lost Footsteps
Burma remains the odd man out in South East Asia. It is a military dictatorship, not part of the
region's still-dynamic economy, and has a troubled relationship with the outside world, including
that fact that it is the second largest supplier of heroin. This exceptionally readable account of
Burma gives a graphic, often moving, and always insightful picture of what life under military rule is
like for ordinary Burmese. This survey takes in a wide diversity of ordinary people and communities.
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Blood, Dreams and Gold Vintage
This expression of the pain of Burma uses novelistic techniques to weave together the patient
endurance of its stricken inhabitants, together with their fragility and immense charm. Through his
studies of the lives of the individual Burmese whom he encounters, the author makes us feel the
weight of the regime under which they labour, from the girls who work on the building-sites under
appallingly exploitative conditions to the drunken pirates who proﬁt from the chaos.
The Prince of the Marshes Princeton University Press
A fascinating political travelogue that traces the life and work of George Orwell, author of 1984 and
ANIMAL FARM, in Southeast Asia Over the years the American writer Emma Larkin has spent
traveling in Burma, also known as Myanmar, she's come to know all too well the many ways this
brutal police state can be described as "Orwellian." The life of the mind exists in a state of siege in
Burma, and it long has. But Burma's connection to George Orwell is not merely metaphorical; it is
much deeper and more real. Orwell's mother was born in Burma, at the height of the British raj, and
Orwell was fundamentally shaped by his experiences in Burma as a young man working for the
British Imperial Police. When Orwell died, the novel-in-progress on his desk was set in Burma. It is
the place George Orwell's work holds in Burma today, however, that most struck Emma Larkin. She
was frequently told by Burmese acquaintances that Orwell did not write one book about their
country - his ﬁrst novel, Burmese Days - but in fact he wrote three, the "trilogy" that included Animal
Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four. When Larkin quietly asked one Burmese intellectual if he knew the
work of George Orwell, he stared blankly for a moment and then said, "Ah, you mean the prophet!"
In one of the most intrepid political travelogues in recent memory, Emma Larkin tells of the year she
spent traveling through Burma using the life and work of George Orwell as her compass. Going from
Mandalay and Rangoon to poor delta backwaters and up to the old hill-station towns in the
mountains of Burma's far north, Larkin visits the places where Orwell worked and lived, and the
places his books live still. She brings to vivid life a country and a people cut oﬀ from the rest of the
world, and from one another, by the ruling military junta and its vast network of spies and informers.
Using Orwell enables her to show, eﬀortlessly, the weight of the colonial experience on Burma today,
the ghosts of which are invisible and everywhere. More important, she ﬁnds that the path she charts
leads her to the people who have found ways to somehow resist the soul-crushing eﬀects of life in
this most cruel police state. And George Orwell's moral clarity, hatred of injustice, and keen powers
of observation serve as the author's compass in another sense too: they are qualities she shares and
they suﬀuse her book - the keenest and ﬁnest reckoning with life in this police state that has yet
been written.
The River of Doubt Yale University Press
The ﬁrst of its kind: an exploration of one of the most mysterious countries in the world, as told by
one of the ﬁrst outsiders to access the country in its entirety For almost ﬁfty years Burma was ruled
by a paranoid military dictatorship and isolated from the outside world. A historic 2015 election
swept an Aung San Suu Kyi-led civilian government to power and was supposed to usher in a new
golden era of democracy and progress, but Burma remains unstable and undeveloped, a littleunderstood country. Nothing is straightforward in this captivating land that is home to a combustible
mix of races, religions and resources. A Savage Dreamland: Journeys in Burma reveals a country
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where temples take priority over infrastructure, fortune tellers thrive and golf courses are carved out
of war zones. Setting out from Yangon, the old capital, David Eimer travels throughout this
enigmatic nation, from the tropical south to the Burmese Himalayas in the far north, via the
Buddhist-centric heartland and the jungles and mountains where rebel armies ﬁght for autonomy in
the longest-running civil wars in recent history. The story of modern Burma is told through the
voices of the people Eimer encounters along the way: former political exiles, the squatters in
Yangon's shanty towns, radical monks, Rohingya refugees, princesses and warlords, and the ethnic
minorities clustered along the country's frontiers. In his vivid and revelatory account of life, history,
culture and politics, David Eimer chronicles the awakening of a country as it returns to the global
fold and explores a fractured nation, closed to foreigners for decades. Authoritative and groundbreaking, A Savage Dreamland: Journeys in Burma is set to be a modern classic of travel writing.
A Fortune-Teller Told Me HMH
How did one of the world’s "buzzy hotspots" (Fodor’s 2013) become one of the top ten places to
avoid (Fodor’s 2018)? Precariously positioned between China and India, Burma’s population has
suﬀered dictatorship, natural disaster, and the dark legacies of colonial rule. But when decades of
military dictatorship ﬁnally ended and internationally beloved Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi
emerged from long years of house arrest, hopes soared. World leaders such as Barack Obama
ushered in waves of international support. Progress seemed inevitable. As historian, former
diplomat, and presidential advisor, Thant Myint-U saw the cracks forming. In this insider’s diagnosis
of a country at a breaking point, he dissects how a singularly predatory economic system, fast-rising
inequality, disintegrating state institutions, the impact of new social media, the rise of China next
door, climate change, and deep-seated feelings around race, religion, and national identity all came
together to challenge the incipient democracy. Interracial violence soared and a horriﬁc exodus of
hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees ﬁxed international attention. Myint-U explains how and
why this happened, and details an unsettling prognosis for the future. Burma is today a fragile stage
for nearly all the world’s problems. Are democracy and an economy that genuinely serves all its
people possible in Burma? In clear and urgent prose, Myint-U explores this question—a concern not
just for the Burmese but for the rest of the world—warning of the possible collapse of this nation of
55 million while suggesting a fresh agenda for change.
That Tyrant, Persuasion Random House
Warned by a Hong Kong fortune-teller not to risk ﬂying for a whole year, Tiziano Terzani — a vastly
experienced Asia correspondent — took what he called “the ﬁrst step into an unknown world. . . . It
turned out to be one of the most extraordinary years I have ever spent: I was marked for death, and
instead I was reborn.” Traveling by foot, boat, bus, car, and train, he visited Burma, Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia, Vietnam, China, Mongolia, Japan, Indonesia, Singapore, and Malaysia. Geography
expanded under his feet. He consulted soothsayers, sorcerers, and shamans and received much
advice — some wise, some otherwise — about his future. With time to think, he learned to
understand, respect, and fear for older ways of life and beliefs now threatened by the crasser forms
of Western modernity. He rediscovered a place he had been reporting on for decades. And it
reinvigorated him. The result is an immensely engaging, insightful, and idiosyncratic journey, ﬁlled
with unexpected delights and strange encounters. A bestseller and major prizewinner in Italy, A
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Fortune-Teller Told Me is a powerful warning against the new missionaries of materialism.
From the Land of Green Ghosts CreateSpace
‘Die, and it’s the vile earth; live, and it’s the golden parasol,’ went the old Burmese saying. Why not
aim for the pinnacle with everything they had? The vile earth would be theirs soon enough. A year
after Burma’s military coup in 1962, Ed Law-Yone, daredevil proprietor of the inﬂuential newspaper,
The Nation, was arrested and his newspaper shut down. Eventually, his teenaged daughter Wendy
was also imprisoned before managing to escape the country. Ed spent ﬁve years as a political
prisoner, but the moment he was freed he set about trying – unsuccessfully – to stage a revolution,
and never gave up hope for the restoration of democracy in Burma. Exiled in America, he died
disappointed – though not before entrusting to his daughter Wendy his papers and unpublished
memoirs: of a career that had spanned the full sweep of modern Burmese history – from colonial
rule to independence; from the era of parliamentary democracy to the military coup that would
usher in decades of totalitarian rule. Now, some forty years later, as Burma enters another period of
transition, Wendy Law-Yone has honoured her father’s legacy by setting his remarkable career in a
larger, more personal, story. The result is Golden Parasol, a unique portrait of a patriot, his family,
and a nation whose vicissitudescontinue to intrigue the world.
The River of Lost Footsteps Princeton University Press
Named a Best Nonﬁction Book of 2022 by Esquire A sociological study of reality TV that explores its
rise as a culture-dominating medium—and what the genre reveals about our attitudes toward race,
gender, class, and sexuality What do we see when we watch reality television? In True Story: What
Reality TV Says About Us, the sociologist and TV-lover Danielle J. Lindemann takes a long, hard look
in the “funhouse mirror” of this genre. From the ﬁrst episodes of The Real World to countless rose
ceremonies to the White House, reality TV has not just remade our entertainment and cultural
landscape (which it undeniably has). Reality TV, Lindemann argues, uniquely reﬂects our everyday
experiences and social topography back to us. Applying scholarly research—including studies of
inequality, culture, and deviance—to speciﬁc shows, Lindemann layers sharp insights with social
theory, humor, pop cultural references, and anecdotes from her own life to show us who we really
are. By taking reality TV seriously, True Story argues, we can better understand key institutions (like
families, schools, and prisons) and broad social constructs (such as gender, race, class, and
sexuality). From The Bachelor to Real Housewives to COPS and more (so much more!), reality
programming unveils the major circuits of power that organize our lives—and the extent to which
our own realities are, in fact, socially constructed. Whether we’re watching conniving Survivor
contestants or three-year-old beauty queens, these “guilty pleasures” underscore how conservative
our society remains, and how steadfastly we cling to our notions about who or what counts as
legitimate or “real.” At once an entertaining chronicle of reality TV obsession and a pioneering work
of sociology, True Story holds up a mirror to our society: the reﬂection may not always be
pretty—but we can’t look away.
The Lizard Cage Random House
The Glass Palace Begins With The Shattering Of The Kingdom Of Burma, And Tells The Story Of A
People, A Fortune, And A Family And Its Fate. It Traces The Life Of Rajkumar, A Poor Indian Boy, Who
Is Lifted On The Tides Of Political And Social Turmoil To Build An Empire In The Burmese Teak Forest.
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When British Soldiers Force The Royal Family Out Of The Glass Palace, During The Invasion Of 1885,
He Falls In Love With Dolly, An Attendant At The Palace. Years Later, Unable To Forget Her,
Rajkumar Goes In Search Of His Love. Through This Brilliant And Impassioned Story Of Love And
War, Amitav Ghosh Presents A Ruthless Appraisal Of The Horrors Of Colonialism And Capitalist
Exploitation. Click Here To Visit The Amitav Ghosh Website
On Physics and Philosophy Crown
Burma has often been portrayed as a timeless place, a country of egalitarian Buddhist villages, ruled
successively by autocratic kings, British colonialists and, most recently, a military dictatorship. The
Making of Modern Burma argues instead that many aspects of Burmese society today, from the
borders of the state to the social structure of the countryside to the very notion of a Burmese
identity, are largely the creations of the nineteenth century - a period of great change - away from
the Ava-based polity of early modern times, and towards the 'British Burma' of the 1900s. The book
provides a sophisticated and much-needed account of the period, and as such will be an important
resource for policy makers and students as a basis for understanding contemporary politics and the
challenges of the modern state. It will also be read by historians interested in the British colonial
expansion of the nineteenth century.
Under the Dragon W. W. Norton & Company
A facsimile edition of the tattered notebooks of the Unknown Adventurer, this love letter to the wild
details everything you need to know about how to live and thrive in nature, from the principles of
treehouse building to wilderness ﬁrst aid. If you are reading this, it means my notebooks have been
found. I am leaving them here at camp for safekeeping along with a few other belongings that I
won’t be taking with me. The notebooks are a lifetime’s worth of knowledge, which I’m passing on
the you. So reads an excerpt from the weatherworn letter discovered by nature enthusiast Teddy
Keen on a recent trip to the Amazon, along with sketchbooks ﬁlled with details of extraordinary
adventures and escapades, expedition advice, and survival methods, annotated with captivating
colored-pencil drawings. It is thought that the sketchbooks were created for two young relatives of
the author. Drawing on Teddy’s knowledge of the outdoors, the pages of the sketchbooks have been
carefully transcribed for young readers, as they were originally intended. You’ll be transported by
riveting adventure tales from around the globe, like being dragged oﬀ by a hyena in Botswana,
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surviving a Saharan dust storm, being woken by an intrepid emperor penguin in Antarctica, and
coming face-to-face with a venomous bushmaster (one of the most dangerous snakes on the
planet)—all told in lyrical prose and illustrations that wonder at the mysterious beauty of the wild.
Having inspired the adventurous spirit in you, the Unknown Adventurer encourages you to set out on
your own adventure with information on wild camping, rafting, exploration, and shelters and dens,
plus tips on ﬁrst aid and tying knots. Expert instructions on wilderness basics, like building a ﬁre,
what to do if you get lost, and how to build various types of shelters are accompanied by more
speciﬁc skills culled from many years of experience, like baking campﬁre bread, creating a
toothbrush from a twig, making a suture from soldier ants, and even how to pan for gold. Find your
way back to your primal self with the immersive text and glorious color artwork of this one-of-a-kind
adventure book. REMEMBER: be good, be adventurous…and look after your parents.
The Lost Book of Adventure Penguin
Retraces the complex and turbulent story of Burma, from the time of Portuguese pirates to the sixtyyear-old civil war that continues today, in an insightful narrative that portrays Burma's rise and
decline through the stories of the author's family and others.
The River of Lost Footsteps Penguin Books India
The River of Lost FootstepsFarrar, Straus and Giroux
Letters From Burma Oxford University Press
An adventurous diplomat’s “engrossing and often darkly humorous” memoir of working with Iraqis
after the fall of Saddam Hussein(Publishers Weekly). In August 2003, at the age of thirty, Rory
Stewart took a taxi from Jordan to Baghdad. A Farsi-speaking British diplomat who had recently
completed an epic walk from Turkey to Bangladesh, he was soon appointed deputy governor of
Amarah and then Nasiriyah, provinces in the remote, impoverished marsh regions of southern Iraq.
He spent the next eleven months negotiating hostage releases, holding elections, and splicing
together some semblance of an infrastructure for a population of millions teetering on the brink of
civil war. The Prince of the Marshes tells the story of Stewart’s year. As a participant he takes us
inside the occupation and beyond the Green Zone, introducing us to a colorful cast of Iraqis and
revealing the complexity and fragility of a society we struggle to understand. By turns funny and
harrowing, moving and incisive, it amounts to a unique portrait of heroism and the tragedy that
intervention inevitably courts in the modern age.
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